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Synopsis

Surveying the landscape of children’s and YA literature, this contributed volume shows how books
have grown to include the wide range of our increasingly diverse society. Identifying both exemplary
and problematic titles, the contributorsProvide context by sketching out the historical trajectory of
diversity in youth litOrganize titles into sections that range from familiar themes (African American,
Asian, Latino) to the lesser known (such as literature dealing with incarceration, transnational
adoption, and homelessness)Offer guidelines for evaluating and selecting the best in diversity
literatureSuggest youth-tested programs and strategies to promote multicultural books in the library
and classroomThis thoughtful and timely book helps meet the informational, recreational, and

cultural needs of today s youth and those who serve them.
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Customer Reviews

This compact book offers a wealth of collection-development guidance regarding multicultural
literature for children and teens, and notably includes the LGBTQ perspective as well.
Recommended for the neophyte youth services collection-development librarian or for those
seeking to update a youth collection to reflect patron diversity, this book is a handy companion that
incorporates thoughtful reflections on the historical context of diversity within youth literature (or the
lack thereof) into 13 easy-to-digest chapters. Other features include literature lists, an index, and a
A¢a -A“Further ReadingA¢a -A- reference section, which presents additional articles, books, and

online resources to expand and ensure high-quality purchases from the canon of childrenA¢a -4,¢s



literature written for and by those reflecting diverse backgrounds. --Joslyn Jones

Jamie Campbell Naidoo is an associate professor at the University of Alabama’s School of Library
and Information Studies and founder of the National Latino Children s Literature Conference. He
teaches and researches in the areas of early childhood literacy, multicultural and international
children’s literature, and diversity in librarianship. He is a former children’s librarian and school
librarian, and his current research specializes in public library services and programs to Latino
children and library services for LGBTQ families. He is a member of REFORMA and has served on
numerous children s book award committees. Celebrating Cuentos: Promoting Latino Children s
Literature and Literacy into Classrooms and Libraries, edited by Naidoo, was published in 2010. His
latest book, Rainbow Family Collections: Selecting and Using Children s Books with Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Content, was published in 2012.Sarah Park Dahlen is an
assistant professor of library and information science at St.Catherine University in St. Paul,
Minnesota. She teaches courses in library materials for children and young adults, library services
for youth, storytelling, and introduction to library and information science. Her research interests
include representations of the Korean diaspora in children’s literature, children’s librarianship,
transracial adoption,social justice, and Korean diasporic history. She has served on several
children’s book award committees and is currently serving as the chair of the Asian/Pacific

American Librarians Association’s Literature Awards Committee for Children’s Literature.

This book was a true breath of fresh air and | felt empowered to recommend to others particular
"diverse youth literature" titles/authors/illustrators after reading. | will keep this book close by for a
long time - as a reference for what to consider when choosing books that represent certain groups
and for authors/illustrators who are notable for creating culturally responsive/accurate books for
children and youth. And yet it's not that easy - the authors do not provide check lists - they provide a

lot of room for thinking instead. It’s a pricey book - but will have lasting value.
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